Re-Build the Walls in the Playground Planters


Following the removal of the ‘Tunnels’ in the playground, the existing walls need to be made good. Replacement walls, built to accepted good practice, and an acceptable cosmetic finish are required.
The School is not expert in these matters but considers that the following points will need to be considered when preparing your proposals. The list is not exhaustive.

1. The walls should sit on a concrete strip foundation of adequate width and depth.

2. Guidelines suggest that the wall thickness needs to be about 25% of the height of soil supported. i.e. 9” to match the existing.


3. The existing wall is laid as two skins ‘stretcher bond’. In order to build some strength into the wall ties might be considered to tie the two leaves to each other.

4. Joining onto the existing wall needs to be done neatly, and in a similar way on either side of each ‘cut through’. This might be by means of building into the existing brick work, or by  cutting a new vertical line and using ‘Furfix’ type plates to tie in the new wall.


5. The brick work at each end of the ‘cut through’ should be square to the existing walls and perpendicular for neatness. You should note that the two ends of the wall are at slightly different heights. Allowance for this difference should be taken across the length of the wall. No brick in the run of the wall to be less than half length. Two or three brick bats to be used instead, in the middle of each wall, to ensure vertical mortar joints are even. 

6. The top edge will comprise of bricks on their side to match existing.


7. The top two or three courses, of the walls can be seen from either side and should therefore be pointed properly on both sides, to match the existing.


8. Prices should allow for removing the single skin walls and re-using the bricks if possible.


9. Access for carrying out the work will be outside of normal School Hours. E.g. weekend or school holidays.


10. ‘Site’ to be kept tidy during works and all waste disposed of off-site.

11. The nominal width of each ‘cut-through’ is 1.0m. The actual working, or clearance width of each ‘cut-through’, will be advised before work starts.

12. Alternative solutions will be considered, but need to be agreed in advance.
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